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BEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
OF  Health,  1938. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bedale 

% 

Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1938. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS'  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  District  is  almost  entirely  Agricultural  and  consequently 
the  welfare  of  the  community  is  largely  dependent  on  the  pros- 
perity of  the  farming  industry. 

A Bacon  Factory  and  Agricultural  Engineering  Works  at 
Deeming  Bar  absorb  a certain  number  of  workers,  as  also  do  large 
contracts  in  the  area. 

The  laying  of  the  Pipe  Line  in  connection  with  the  Bedale 
and  District  Water  Scheme  has  also  afforded  a considerable  amount 
of  employment. 

In  consequence  of  the  above,  there  has  been  very  little  un- 
employment in  the  area  throughout  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year  and  only  sporadic  cases  of  influenza  occurred  during  the 
winter  months. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

(2)  One  Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time). 

(3)  One  Water  Inspector  (part  time). 


3 


STATICS. 

Area  : 43,302  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid. 
1938  6,480. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938),  according  to  rate 
■ books  : — 1,901. 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Area  : — £23,456. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ; — £96-13-9. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births  : — Total  M F 

Legitimate  ...  ...  107  55  52  I Birth  Rate 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  5 4 1 ) 17.28 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1937  was  17.31 

The  Birth  Rate  of  all  England  and  Wales  for  1938  was  15.1 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  & still) 
births  42.7 

...Death  Rate,  12.96 

The  Death  Rate  for  1937  was  12.05. 

The  Death  Rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  for  1938  was  11.6. 


Stillbirths 

Total 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Total 

M 

F 

Deaths  

84 

40 

44 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : — 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  ) Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

(2)  Other  Puerperal  causes  1 j still)  births,  8.5. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  inf  ants  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  17.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  18.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  developments  or  changes  in  the  under- 
mentioned services  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services. 

(c)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(d)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA.  ‘ 
Water. 

In  connection  with  the  New  Water  Scheme  progress  has  been 
made  on  the  pipe  lines.  During  the  year  the  Trunk  Mains  have 
been  laid  from  the  Bellerby  Spring  to  the  Bedale  R.D.C.  Area. 

In  consequence  of  the  anticipated  supply  of  water  from  Bellerby 
to  the  whole  of  the  Bedale  Area,  only  minor  repairs  of  urgency 
have  been  carried  out  on  existing  supplies. 

Analyses  taken  from  the  spring  at  Bellerby  have  shown  the 
water  to  be  of  first  rate  quality  for  domestic  consumption. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  . 

During  the  year,  blockages  and  defects  were  dealt  with  where 
necessary. 

Pending  the  completion  of  the  New  Water  Scheme  no  large 
undertakings  in  sewerage  disposal  are  to  be  initiated.  All  existing 
sewage  disposal  works  will  then  need  either  replacement  or  thorough 
overhaul. 

Plans  have  been  already  drawn  up  for  new  sewers  in  Aiskew, 
and  for  an  extension  of  the  existing' sewer  with  new  disposal  works 
at  Bedale. 

The  necessity  for  a Public  Convenience  in  Bedale  is  still  a 
matter  of  urgency. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Four  earth  closets  in  Bedale  were  replaced  by  water  closets 
during  the  year.  Conversion  of  one  in  Snape  and  one  in  Lang- 
thorne  was  also  carried  out. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

One  complaint  of  pollution  was  received  during  the  year, 
the  stream  in  question  being  the  Snape  Beck.  On  inspection  no 
pollution  was  found  to  exist. 

Public  Cleansing. 

- There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  already  ex- 
isting. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  carry  out  routine  duties. 
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Various  nuisances  have  been  remedied  on  the  service  of  in- 
formal notices. 

In  one  case  where  blockage  of  a drain  occurred  at  a cottage 
in  Scruton,  it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain  an  Order  of  the  Court. 
Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  a person  collecting  rags  and 
jars  from  the  rubbish  tip  at  Bedale,  in  which  case  a conviction 
was  obtained. 

Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

Statutory,  1.  Informal,  26. 

All  notices  were  complied  with. 

Swimming  Pools. 

There  is  one  private  swimming  pool  in  the  area  (at  Newton 
House  Hotel).  The  conditions  appear  to  be  satisfactory  at  present. 

Schools. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Schools 
within  the  area.  Recommendations  were  made  that  the  earth 
closets  at  Snape  School  should  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 

The  County  Council  now  have  this  in  hand. 

School  Closure. 

Bedale  School  was  closed  for  a fortnight  in  April  on  account 
of  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria.  Snape  School  was  also  closed  for 
a fortnight  in  November  for  a similar  reason. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  Act  (1936),  Part  IV.  (Overcrowding). 


(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year 

41 

(ii) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

41 

(iii) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

256 

(iv) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

4 

(v) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

5 

(Vi) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

26 
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Total  number  of  New  Houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  By  private  enterprise  15 

(2)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Numerous  inspections  of  cowhouses  and  premises  where  milk 
is  produced  have  been  made  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
the  year.  In  cases  where  a complaint  has  been  made  it  has  gen- 
erally been  found  that  the  producers  has  been  ready  and  willing 
to  co-operate  in  remedying  the  defect,  with  consequent  improve- 
ment of  the  milk. 

In  one  case  of  very  dirty  premises  the  farmer  ceased  pro- 
duction on  his  own  initiative. 

(b)  Meat. 

Regular  inspections  of  slaughter-houses,  stalls,  and  shops 
have  been  made.  At  one  large  Bacon  Factory  23  carcases  and 
94  parts  of  carcases  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  has  been  about  the  average 
for  the  district. 

On  April  1st  arrangements  were  made  with  the  County  Council 
whereby  the  latter  has  become  responsible  for  all  Hospital  treat- 
ment and  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  from  this 
area.  In  consequence  of  this  all  cases  are  sent  by  Ambulance 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Northallerton. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

8 

0 

Diphtheria 

11 

8 

0 

Pneumonia 

9 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.Totals 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

All  cases  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  had  been  previously 
notified. 


In  concluding  my  Report  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  your  Sanitary  Insepctor  for  his  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  W.  HANSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


